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Writing a resolution

Before beginning a resoclution you must understand the issue, have an
opinion, and have an idea of what you want to do about it.

There are two paris to the resolution.

The first part (preamble) explains how you view the issue and the
reasons why the United Nations need to do something.

The second part (operative) details what vou want to do about the
issue.

The preamble is important to the resolution and forms the outline of
your speech. In your speech you will explain more.

The operative section is the most important part. It is the operative
clauses that are read and debated. Therefore it is important to be
precise, accurate, and appropriate.

Each operative clause contains ONE specific thing that is to be done.

An operative clause may have sub-clauses which provide further
specific details on the main idea of the clause.

Use the resolution practice sheet in "Preparing for an MUN
conference”, as a guide.



QUESTION OF: Rights of national sovercignty against incursions by neighboring states
in light of the Colombian incursion into Ecuador

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,

Recognizing that the principles enshrined in Article 2 of the Charter of the United
Nations, in particular respect for national sovereignty and non-interference in the internal
affairs of any State are foundational to peaceful relations,

Recalling that Article 2 of the Charter of the United Nations also states that “All
Members shall settle their international disputes by peaceful means in such a manner that
international peace and security, and justice, are not endangered.”,

Noting further that Article 2 also states “All Members shall refrain in their international
relations from the threat or use of force against the territorial integrity or political
independence of any state, or in any other manner inconsistent with the Purposes of the
United Nations.”,

Noting with regret that the actions of member states demonstrate a weakening of
commitment to upholding the founding values of the United Nations,

Alarmed that breaches of the principle of national sovereignty against member states is a
serious threat to international peace and stability,

1. Confirms the principle of national sovereignty of all member states;

2. Calls upon all member states to respect absolutely the national sovereignty of all
other member states;

3. Condemns the incursions of member states into territories of other member states that
violate the principle of national sovereignty; :

4. Deplores the incursion into Ecuadorian territory by the government forces of
Colombia;

5 Resolves that no member state will violate the national sovereignty of another
member state by armed force or other means where that violation has not been
endorsed by the Security Council of the United Nations Organization.



The Opening Speech

The opening speech is your first-best chance to gain allies for your lobby and merging time.
Through the opening speech vou have the attention of everyone in your committee for the first
(and possibly only) time during the conference. Use this fime to get your message out there,
Your positions on the several issues of your committee. Your invitation to lobby and merge
with those of similar position.

When others are giving their opening speech make sure you listen and take notes. Those
delegates are telling you their message and their position on the issues. Decide who you will
approach for lobby and merge.

In the opening speech you want to be warm and welcoming, and at the same time reflect the
general attitude of your country in its ountward looking international relations.

Key points for an opening speech:
¢ empathy: know your audience
* body language: assured and confident
* eye contact: willing to ‘see’ others
° area attention: give attention to all areas of the audience, not just one section
*  projection: not only of your voice but also of yourself
* voice: warm, reasonable, welcoming

Content of the opening speech:
* identify your country
* broadly your country’s position in the area of the committee (ie.
ENV=environumental issues)
° pointed brief statements of your country’s positions on the topics of the committee
* welcome likeminded delegates to collaboration with you
¢ ALWAYS THIRD PERSON SPEECH

All of your speech must fill between 45 and 60 seconds.

Now, craft an opening speech. If you know the country you will represent that makes it easier.
If you don’t yet have a country then use your home country. Cover the points above. Practice
a few crib phrases.

Crib phrases:
¢ Honorable Chair and fellow Delegates
* It gives this Delegate great pleasure
° (country name) sincerely welcomes collaboration from like-minded Delegates
¢ This Delegate wishes to express ...
© ... come in a spirit of cooperation to work with all representative to ...



PRESENTATION SKILLS
By: Mr. Tim Bridgewater

Preparation

Practise, practise, practise.

Practise the speech at home. Try to replicate the conditions of the actual space you will be using for
the debate. If you are going to be using a lectern, set something up at home that is the same height,
If you are going to be using a hand-held microphone, practise at home using a hairbrush.

Beating the nerves

Try to identify the main source of the fear. Is it

a) you don't feel confident

b) you feel inexperienced

¢} it's the size of the audience that bothers you

d) you feel you're going to look stupid and make 2 fool of yourself

€) your palms start to sweat, your mouth goes dry, your heart starts to pound.
1) ali of the above

Possible remedies:

a)Practise, practise, practise. Memorize the first 30 seconds of your speech. Be the master of your
material.

b) Loose no opportunity to hold forth in any group of people.

¢) Shrink the audience by addressing individuals within the audience, If you cant't look them in the
eye look at their noses. Imagine them as a group of friends you're having a lively discussion with.
You are unlikely to be in a situation where the audience is hostile. They want you to be good,
d)The audience is not going to think you lock stupid unless you tell them to. They won't know
you're pervous unjess you signal it by fidgeting. Visualize your success.. the applause, the smiling
faces.. before you start. A corny technique but it works. Just as surely as imagining your faiture
before you start will lead to flubbing and stumbling,

e)These are, of course, symptoms of fear rather than the source of it. But they can be reduced by
getting to the venue early, walking on stage if you can, seeing the audience come in, making sure
everything is in place and working. OWN THE SPACE! It will calm you if you face the fear and
help you to realize that most of it is irrational.

® Deep breathing. Before you go on, do this several times: Breathe IN (slowly) hold, hold.
OUT, 2,3,4. Le breathe in for 2 counts, hold it for two, let it out over 4.

® Warm up your voice. This has the dual function of making it easier for you to speak without
cracking and helping you to focus on something else other than vour fear. Do some
humming with closed lips. Open your mouth and to the syllable” AF run up and down a
scale, Do some tongue-twisters. My favourites; “Unique New York, Unique new York” and
“crispy crackers keep your granny grinning”. Repeat over and over and make sure those
crackers don't turn into anything else!

@€ Warm up the body. This will help you relax. Do some head rolls, some strefches,

fyYou will never eliminate fear entirely, nor should you. It's the adrenaline kicking in, the ancient
human “fight or flight” warning device. Since you won't be running away in this situation
(hopetully) you will have to use the adrenaline to help you get out there and slay ‘em!
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Delivery and Body Language

Video yourself in rehearsal. This will force you to confront all the nervous tics and
mannerising that vou never knew you did and that would potentially distract an audience. It
will also draw your attention to the good things you do to emphasize what you are saying.
Keep them!

Get a mentor who can be brutally honest with you without offending you.

Smile at the audience. Not al the timae, but certainly at the beginning and end,

Look good. Dress well. This will increase your confidence,

Stand squarely with your feet firmly planted in the ground, slightly apart.

If you're behind a lectern, rest your hands on it. F ingers curved, tips resting.

Relax the body. If vou've warmed up beforehand this will be casier.

Vary the speed and pitch of your delivery. Keep it conversational. Imagine you're with a
group of friends. There's nothing worse for an audience than a uniformly-paced monotone.
You don't talli in a uniformly-paced monotone with your friends... why should you in front
of an audience?

Use pauses for effect. After you've made a point, pause to let it sink in,

Change your focus throughout the speech to include the entire audience. Do this by focusing
on individuals in different parts of the audience rather than sweeping them with a
generalized head/eye movement. Don't focus over their heads. Look them straight in the
nose if eye contact feels too confrontationall

Practise eliminating all the litile ums, ers, actuallies, ahs from your delivery.

Lean forward to emphasize an important point. Hold the position during a pause while
fixing somebody in the nose!

Eliminate all cliche from your speech. Beware of “At the end of the day”, “When all is said
and do™!

Project your voice with confidence. Imagine that you don't need that microphone.

DON'T:

&
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Announce to the audience that you're nervous from the moment you walk on.

Test the microphone by tapping and asking if you can be heard at the back, You might,
however, need to adjust the height of the microphone if the speaker before vou has been of a
markedly different stature.

Apologize for anything (taking so much time, being uninteresting, ...)

Slouch

Fidget

Rock from side to side, fiddle with something in your pocket, twirl your hair, etc ete. If you
do these things unconsciousty you should eliminate them by watching yourself ad nauseam
in video playback.

Use rehearsed gestures. Unless you're a very expetienced actor, these will always look
phony. But if your hands want to move naturally to emphasize a point, let them.. as long as
they're not in constant motion.

Distract the audience with any of the above. You want them to listen to what you're saying,
not wonder how much loose change you have in your pocket,

Use any of the little space-fillers like er, um, actually.

Imagine that the microphone will do the work of filling a hall for you.



Lobby and Merge
Lobby:

Very simply lobbying is the time when you present your resolution ideas to other delegates and
they present their ideas to you,

By deing so you will find delegates who have similar ideas to you, and those whose ideas are
very different or even in opposition.

Join with like-minded delegates to work on joint resolution creation

Merging;:

Even more simple to understand. You arrive at a conference with a draft resolution. So do all
other delegates,

When you find delegates with similar ideas to your own look at each other’s resolutions.

Take the best bits from various resolutions, the bits all of you can agree with, and put them
together to form one more complete resolution.

Literally this is a cut-and-paste exercise with careful thought and negotiation included to
ensure that the new resolution contains ideas that all members of the merging group support
and agree with.
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Practice Debate

On the question of Colombia / Ecuador

The issue from Ecuador’s perspective:

@

@

Ecuador is an independent and sovereign state

the territorial integrity of sovereign states is inviolable

police and security duties on Ecuadorian sovereign territory are the responsibility of
the Ecuadorian authorities under Ecuadorian law

the armed forces of Colombia have crossed the boarder into Ecuador

these armed forces did so knowingly

these armed forces were under the orders of the Colombian government
these armed forces entered Ecuadorian territory with the intent of engaging in
security operations against persons clearly within Ecuadorian territory
Ecuador was not consuited and had not given permission for this Colombian
incursion

the Colombian armed forces did engage in military operations, killing several
people including Ecuadorians, and removing several people from Ecuador to
Colombia

this has been an illegal act by Colombia

this act must be condemned by the UN

compensation must be made to Ecuador by Colombia

The issue from Colombia’s perspective:

L2

®

Colombia is combating terrorists (the revolutionaries and drug groups)
Colombia has a right to defend itself

Colombian intelligence agencies learned of the presence of Colombian terrorists
taking refuge across the boarder in Ecuadorian tersitory

acting in its right of self-defense the Colombian armed forces engaged the
terrorists, killing some and taking some into custody

those in custody were removed back into Colombia

no violation of Ecuadorian sovereignty was either intended or affected

no Colombian forces remained in Ecuador for more than a few brief hours

all Colombian forces were withdrawn from Ecuador upon conclusion of this anti-
terrorist operation

Practice Debate:

Our task today in this practice session is to debate whether Ecuador is justified in its claims, or
Colombia is justified in its actions.

Take a country and decide a position that that country would take on the issue.

Craft a series of arguments either for or against this resolution.

Make some point form notes of ideas you might use in a speech during this debate.

AL



Web pages to assist your MUN preparation and participation.

http:/fwww.youtube.com/watch?v=LPlg WEreHdM& feature=related Good and bad speech,
procedures

h.ﬁ;n://Www.voutubc.com/waé’;ch‘?v:aB’n.__ﬁRaX{}gvs; Committee, start and process

http:/fwww.un.org/depts/dhi/resguide/scspeech himifscaccess UN Security Council research,
text of proceedings

hitp://unic.un.org/imu/recentActivities/post/2010/05/Model-UN-Debate-in- Pretoria.aspx
United Nations information centers

http:/rwww, worldon, org/guide-to-worldmun World MUN, preparation guide

h‘tl‘ps://www.cia.,Qov/ii.bmrv/mbh’catiorzsﬁ{he~»w0r1d~:factbooid CIA World Fact Book

http://hdr.undp.org/en/statistics/ United Nations Development Program, Human Development
Index

hitp/fwww. transparency.org/policy research/survevs indices/cpi/2 009




